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“* The Play’s the thing !""—Ask for 7homas’s Observer. __ 
Drurp dane € hratre. 


THe vocalist, par excellence, Braham, took his Benefit last night, 
when was performed Mozart’s Opera of Don Juan, with a variety of 
singing, and Zhe Maid of Cashmere. Mr Bunn’s receipts on Monday 
night amounted to the enormous sum of £760! 


Covent Barden Cheatre. 

Tue sun of genius hasoznce more dispersed the clouds which cast 
snéh a protentious gloom over this Theatre, and Mr Sheridan Knowles 
has a second time averted the threatened closing of its doors. His 
new Play, called The Wife; or, a Tale ef Mantua, was acted last 
night to a house crowded to the ceiling, not only with complete, but 
also with the must triumphant success, and if it only prove as at~ 
tractive as it ought, the season may yet terminate with profit to ths 
lessee. The Wife is written with the true energy of genius, and is in 
every respect a most charming production ;—the story is interesting, 
the construction of the plot highly dramatic, (even more so than The 
Hunchback,) and the language is elegant, vigorous, and poetical; we 
shall not give a detailed account of the plot, but shall contest ourselves 
with stating that Marianna, after becoming the wife of the Duke of 
Mantua, is unjustly accused of adultery by the cousin of her husband, 
and, after deep commiserativn is excited for her unmerited sufferings, 
her innocence is made manifest, and the machirations of her enemies 
recoil upon their inventors. Ellen Tree, as the heroine, surpassed all 
her former efforts, it being the best original part she has yet had to 
play, and her acting deserves unmeasured praise; she was nuaffectedly 
natural snd simple in the early scenes, and in the latter part of the 
Play was impassioned and energetic to the last degree; that the au- 
dience appreciated her acting was clearly testified by their breathless 
silence, and bursting torrests of applause. C. Kean, {as the husband, 
acted with great feeling and energy, and Warde, in the villain, die- 
played great judgment. 

We so much admire Knowles as a writer, thet it is with sdlesiteines 
we speak of him ss an actor, conception end mind he has, but he 
has physical impediments which will prevent his ever being sn actor. 
The Play was well got up, the scenery was beautiful, and the dresses 
appropriate. Thunders of applause hailed Mr Knowles when he came 
forward in ebedience to the eniversal call of the house to give out The 
Wife, whieh is to be repeated nightly. As is usually the case when 
the house is crowded, there were two or three rows daring the evening. 


Adelyhi Cheatre. 
Peaxe’s Drama of The Climbing Boy, was repeated here last night, 
with Old Regimentals, and The Bottle Imp. 
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THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 
Hapzinarvket Chearre. 


Tats pleasant little ‘Theatre re-opeved Jast.n'ght, when-efter For- 
tune’s Frolic, Backstone’s new Drama, entitled Ellen Warcham, was 
brougbt ont, and excited a very powerful influence over the feelings of 
the audience. ‘The story oo which the Drama is founded, is purely of 
a domestic natore, and in adapting it to the stage Mr Buckstone has 
displayed considerable tact aod judgemeot, deviating from his original 
only as much as was necessary to heighten-the dramatic effect. I¢ 
was admirably acted, but our confined limits compel us to defer a 
more circumstantial criticism ontil to-morrow, The Kentuckian, and 
Open Honse, concluded; in the middle of the last piece Miss Vincent 
was suddenly taken ill, the drop-scene was let down, aed Mr Briodal 
made an apology for keeping the audience waiting. After some time, 
Miss Vincent resomed her part, thoagh evidently very unwell.— The 
house was well atterded. 

Fashionable Lounges. 
; To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 

‘Dear Ma Epvrror—Just wish to say 2 word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
‘trude—but- will you excuse me, I have to mentien, that |’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with: my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about.town. 


Monday, call at the Queen’s Bazaar, 73, Oxford'Street, which has become 
a most fashionable lounge, to see Mr D. Robert’s Grand Picture of ‘Fhe De- 








-parture of the Israelites out of Egypt, painted expressly for the occasion, with 


Dioramic effect, and from its magnitude, occupying the space of Four Diorama 
Views, surpasses in grandeur of design, execution and scrjptural interest, 
every former Exhibition of the sort The Physiorama of 14 beautiful new Views 
joined to the Diorama, makes it thé most attractive in London for One Shilling. 

Tuesday, stroll to the Diorama, in the Regent’s-park,.to see the two new 
views—Paris, from Montinartre, and the Campo Santo—which surpass in har- 
mony of colouring, fidelity to nature, and general effect, all‘the previous 
exhibitions ; and at once prove how far human skill ean earry this wonderful 
‘species of pictorial delusion. 

But stop, [ must just run to that well establishad emporium of fasliion The 
Western Exchange Bazaar, Old Bond Street, all my country cousins are wait- 
ing for my opinion before they make their purchases ;—and then we visit, inthe 
gallery above, that astonishing specimen of human industry, The Model of 
‘Londen, where every man may find his own dweiling, if he has one.—120,000 
Houses ! !—140 Churches! ! 

Must drop in again and again to the Gallery of British Artists, in Suffolk-st. 
my taste as an amateur, and my pride as an Englishman, being equally gratified 
by the decided improvement visible in our native artists. The walls are covered 
with admirable pictures —some perfect bijour ! 

Oh! [ must tell you of a most wonderful Exhibition.at No. 238. Regent-st. 
the Industrious Fleas, where a quaatity of Fleas are dancing, playing musi- 
eal instruments, all dressed like ladies and gentlemen ; some drawing coaches, 
elephants, &c.—By the bye I had a lucky escape there, I .was nearly shot by.a 
Flea, only there was no ball in the cannon. 

Being caught in a storm, and having forgot my umbrella, dropped into 
Mullins & Co’s. Cloth Warehouse, 419, Oxford Street, to buy some Cloth for 
a:Cloak, and was so struck with the superior quality and cheapness of their 
eloths,. that I bought myself enough for a complete suit, and recommend. my 
frieads to try the same market. 

On Friday, 1 examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Saturday, I occasionally pop into the Jewish Synagogue, and hear some ex- 
@ellent singing. My Hebrew friend, Moey Abrahams, imputes the remarkable 
exemption of his nation from the prevailing disorder to the use of the 
Passover Rum, which is to be had genuine, only at Bretr’s, 109, Drury Lane. 

Last night | had a puzzier ;—just.as 1 was putting on my night-cap, ,, Paul,” 
said Mrs. Pry, ‘whatis more brilliant thas Peake’s wit, or blacker than Mies 
Love's eyes? I made a hit-—Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a good ore ?— 
‘put intrude, beg pardon, your’s, &c, ‘PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Eveniog, (20d time,;) a:new Play, iniFive Acts, called . 


THE WIFE; 


A'TALE OF MANTUA. 


Written by Mr Sheridan Knowles. 
With new and appropriate Scenery, Dresses. and Decorations. 
The Scenery by the Messrs..GRIEVE, 


Leonardo Gonzaga,2 Princesof § MrC. KEAN, 
Ferrardo Gonzaga, Mantua, ? Mr WARDE, 
Count Florio, Mr: DIDDEAR, 

Julian St. Pierre, Mr SHERIDAN KNOWLES, 
Antonio, (a Curate) Mr'G. BENNETT, 
Lorenzo, (an Advocate.of Rome) Mr ABBOTT, 

Advocate of Mantua, Mr’ HAINES, 
Hugo, (Guardian to Mariana) Mr RANSFORD, 
Bartolo, Mr MEADOWS, 

Bernardo, Mr TURNOUR, ‘Carlo, Mr BARNES, 
Marco, Mr HENRY, Pietro, Mr PAYNE, 
Stephano, Mr J. Cooper, Courier, Mr T. Matthews, 
Officer, Mr Mears, ‘Cosmo, Mr Jdrwin, 
Mariana, Miss E. TREE, Floribel, Miss SYDNEY. 


"Previous to the Play, Cherubini’s Overture to Anacreon. 








After which, (4th time in this country,) a new Opera, in'8 acts,. called 


THE COINERS ; 


Or, the Soldier’s Oath. 
The whole of the Music, by Auber, arranged and adapted jo the 
English Stage by Mr R. Lacy. 

The Scenery painted by the Mess. Grieve. 
Olivar,(Capt. of a Band ofCoiners)MrH.PHILLIPS, 
Moreno, (his Lieutenant) Mr RANSFORD, 
Martin Pedrillo, (Landlord.of an Inn) MrMORLEY, 
Brigadier, Mr HAINES, 

- .Edmund, (a Spanish Soldier) Mr WILSON, 
Pacheco, Mr MEARS, Sancho, Mr BENDER, 
Officer, Mr IRWIN, Notary, Mr J. COOPER, 
First Traveller, Mr HENRY, 

Second Traveller..............6... Mr TURNOUR 
Mary, (Pedrillo’s Daughter) Miss SHIRREFF. 








Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
Mr & Mrs WOOD’S BENEFIT. 


This Evening, the Comic Opera, called 


Love in a Village, 


Young Meadows, (first time) Mr WOOD, Hawthorn, Mr BRAHAM, 
Eustace, Mr YARNOLD, Hodge, Mr HARLEY, 
SirWilliam Meadows, MrA YLIFFE, JesticeWoodcock,Mr FARREN, 
Rosetta, Mrs WOOD, Lucinda, Miss BETTS, 
Madge, Miss CAWSE, Deborah Woodcock, Mre C. JONES. 


In the course of the Opera, the following Songs, Duets, &c. 
Duet, Mr Wood and Miss Be'ts—Hope, thou nurse. Song, Mrs Wood—My 
Heart's my own. Mr Wood—Oh had I been by Fate decreed. 

Song. Mrs Wood—Geutle youth. Song, Mr Wood—Still in hopes. 
Song. Mr Braham—There was a jolly Miller. Song, Mr Braham—My cog. 
Song. Mr Harley —Well, well, say no more. 

Miss Cawse—How happy were my da)s. Mrs Wood—How blest the maid. 
Miss Betts—Bid me discourse, Mr Farren—When I followed a lass. 

Mr and Mrs Wood—Begone, lagree. MrsWood — Young [ amand sore afraid. 
Mr Wood—Oh how shall I. Mr Braham—Weall love a pretty girl. 

Mr Harley—Was ever poor fellow, Miss Cawse—Since Hodge is uugrateful. 
Mr Braham & MrsWood —When thy bosom. Mr Braham—Friend of my soul. 
Miss Betts—Lo, here the gentle Lark. MrsWood—The Minstrel Boy. 

Mr Harley A plague on these wenches, Mr Wood—Time! Time! Time! 

Mrs Wood—Go, naughty Man. 


After which, (6tb time) a new Faree, called 


The Chimney Piece. 


Mr Moddlebrain, (a Disciple of Sir Hompbry Davy) Mr FARREN, 
Frederick, (his Brother-in-Law,) Mr BAKER, 

Shuffle, (formerly Waiter ata Gambling House) Mr BALLS, 
Joba Horn, (an old Domestic) Mr AYLIFFE, 
Boewstreet Officer, Mr COOKE, 

Lucretia,( Wife of Muddlebrain)Mrs NISBETT, Mary,MissCAWSE. 


Miscellaneous CONCERT. 


Song,MrWood—TheSoldier’sTear. Song, MissBetts—TheK ight rode forth. 
Song, MrsWood—BlackFyedSusan. Song, MrBraham—TheDvrath of Nelson. 
Quartette, by Mr Wood, Miss Betts, Miss Cawse and Mrs Wood—Mild 
as the Moonbeams. 

To conclade with. the Musical Piece, called 


The Waterman. 


Tom Tog, Mr WOOD. who will siog 
‘Did you not hear of a jolly young Waterman,’ ‘Farewell my trim.built 
Wherry.’ and ‘The Bay of Biseay 0!’ 
Buodle, Mr FARREN, Rohio, Mr HARLEY, 
Wilhelmina, Mrs WOOD, in which she will sing ‘ I've Been Roaming.’ 
Mrs Bundle, Mrs C. JONES. 
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